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Where is Albania heading to? 

Since Soleimani’s assassination, Albania has been on overdrive to 

prove its ass licking credentials to Pompeo; left, right and center 

are praising Pompeo and ranting against Iran. To date, Iran has 

ignored this. The more silent Iran is the more Albania is pushed 

by Pompeo – from ordering the expulsion of two Iranian diplo-

mats, to the point of placing ads in various media, arresting for-

mer MEK members and closing the private school which was 

funded by Iran. In the midst of this MEK is always there, as 

though Iran is so bothered about their existence in Albania. The 

Americans use MEK there to provoke Iran, but Iran doesn’t react. 

In Farsi this is a well-known scenario. Everyone knows what is 

happening. For the MEK it is a dream come true. This is what 

they have asked from the CIA before – to be able to silence ex 

members. Some writers have exposed dealing between the MEK 

and the CIA which mean that MEK have agreed to obey the order 

to leave Europe because this would happen anyway. In ex-

change, the CIA promises to make Albania safe for MEK to do 

what they want. According to this deal, MEK will rule Albania, 

not Rama. MEK will have the last word, not the government. 

Writers over last two weeks remind us that Saddam Hussein 

attacked Iran on the order of America. It was America that 

backed Saddam, who hosted the MEK. But this is something that 

Albania cannot replicate. The country is not big enough. The 

maximum that can be achieved is a military base like Israel. Alba-

nia is not capable of doing anything and the Americans are 

wasting their time. 
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MEK Overt and Covert Server of US Interests 
Nejat Bloggers, January 25, 
2020  

For those who have been in-
volved with the Mujahedin Khalq 
Organization (the MKO/ MEK/ 
PMOI/ Cult of Rajavi) or have 
studied its background from the 
early days of its foundation, it is 
clear that the group was found-
ed as an anti-Imperialist move-
ment against the Shah of Iran, in 
the 1960s. 

“Anti-capitalist, anti-imperialist 
and anti-American, MEK fighters 
killed scores of the Shah’s police 
in often suicidal street battles 
during the 1970s”, wrote Arron 
Merat in the Guardian. 

“The group targeted US-owned 
hotels, airlines and oil compa-
nies, and was responsible for the 
deaths of six Americans in Iran. 
“Death to America by blood and 
bonfire on the lips of every Mus-
lim is the cry of the Iranian peo-
ple,” went one of its most fa-
mous songs. “May America be 
annihilated.” 
 
However, a U Turn in the MEK’s 
policies took place just after the 
fall of the group’s main logistical 
and financial sponsor, Saddam 
Hussein in 2003. Having found 
themselves helpless and desper-
ate, the group leaders tried to 
find new sponsors. The sponsors 
were naturally supposed to be 
chosen among the enemies of 
Iranians. Definitely, the US was 
the most hostile state against 
the Iranian government and 
eventually the most potential 

sponsor for the MEK. 
 
In order to gain the support of the 
US government the MEK leaders 
had to serve it in any way possible. 
Their services included bribe, spy-
ing and operational activities as of 
a proxy force and any other service 
that a mercenary force may offer. 
The MEK’s evident role in spying 
on Iranian nuclear facilities, in the 
killing of Iranian nuclear scientists 
and other cross boarder operations 
inside Iran, which were revealed by 
numerous journalists and analysts, 
bring them to similar assumptions 
about any violent act against Irani-
ans. 
 
Max Perry of the Dissident 
Voice has also the matching analy-
sis about the downing of the Ukra-
nian plane. His theory compares 
the MEK with a Dominican Repub-
lic-based Cuban exile terrorist or-
ganization that associated with the 
US intelligence in the bombing of 
Cuban Airlines Flight 455 in 1976 
which killed all 73 passengers and 
crew on board. This was part of the 
Operation Northwood of which 
“the planners concluded that such 
deceptive operations would shift 
U.S. public opinion unanimously 
against Cuba”. 
 
“It was also entirely plausible that 

U.S. special operations planners 

could have consulted the North-

woods playbook replacing Cuba 

with Iran and the right-wing 

gusanos who were to assist the 

staged attacks in Miami with the 

Iranian opposition group known as 

Mujahedin e-Khalq (MEK/People’s 

Mujahedin of Iran) to do the same 

in Tehran.,” writes Max Perry. “In 

July of last year, Trump’s personal 

lawyer and former New York City 

Mayor Rudolph Giuliani gave a 

paid speech at the cult-like group’s 

compound in Albania where he not 

only referred to the group as Iran’s 

“government-in-exile” but stated 

the U.S’s explicit intentions to use 

them for regime change in Iran. 

The MEK enjoys high level con-

tacts in the Trump administration 

and the group was elated at his de-

cision to murder Soleimani in 

Baghdad.” 

 

“That the U.S. is still cozy with 
“former” terror groups like MEK 
seeking to repatriate is good rea-
son to believe its use of militant 
exiles for covert operations like 
those from Havana has not been 
retired. If there were jumps to con-
clusions that proven serial liars 
could be looking for an excuse to 
stage an attack to lay the blame on 
Iran, it is only because the distinct 
probability was overwhelming.” 
Perry concludes. 
 
Whether Perry’s hypothesis is cor-
rect or not, warmongers in the US 
government seems to be insolent 
enough to themselves to enjoy the 
services of a formerly terrorist des-
ignated group like the MEK. While 
the State Department ordered em-
ployees a few days after the assas-
sination of General Soleimani not 
to meet with Iranian opposition 
groups including the MEK, it over-
ride the memo a few days later. 
The overt endorsement of MEK 
terrorists was covered by the Daily 
Beast. 

“At whiplash speed, the State De-
partment is walking back an order 
barring American diplomats from 
meeting with controversial Iranian 
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dissident groups—including one 
close with Trump World allies 
and previously designated as a 
terror group, the Mujahedeen-e-
Khalq (MEK),” reported the Daily 
Beast. “The initial memo, greenlit 
by a career State Department 
employee, angered Congression-
al Iran hawks. And the Depart-
ment’s move to change its guid-
ance has drawn cheers from 
them.” 

The new directive of secretary 
Pompeo seeks to preserve the 
MEK as its spying and operation-
al tool. “While the new memo 
did not mention MEK or the oth-
er groups, it said diplomats 
should simply “use good judge-
ment when receiving invitations 
or meeting with opposition 
groups” and should raise ques-
tions and concerns with senior 
State officials––an apparent rev-
ocation of the order that they 
only take such meetings with 
Foggy Bottom’s explicit approv-
al.” 

Nevertheless, the covert and 
overt cooperation between the 
terrorist cult of the MEK and the 
US do not seem to be productive 
in the US policies towards Iran. 
Alexander B. Downes’s analysis 
on the options US may choose to 
topple the Iranian government in 
the Washington Post, clarifies 
that “Cooperation with local op-
position groups” such as the MEK 
“is not a feasible option”. 
Particularly about the MEK he 
writes, “The leading dissident 
organization, the Albania-based 
Mujahedin-e-Khalq (MEK), has 
no presence in Iran, not to men-
tion a highly dubious past.” 

By Mazda Parsi 

Inside Albania  
Jan 24 2020  

As far as MEK is concerned, last week they have another three deaths. 

They have already gone to plan B – just die.  

Former MEK who live in Albania have written an Open Letter to 
the Minister of Justice, Etilda Gjonaj, concerning the detention of 
Ehsan Bidi who is being held without access to a lawyer. Bidi, who has 
a ten-year residence permit, is being threatened with deportation. The 
letter asks for justice to be served so that he is freed. 

Deutsche Welle reported on Albania’s involvement in the standoff be-
tween the US and Iran. But reporting MEK spokesman Behzad Safari 
crying wolf and Rama cringe worthily comparing MEK with persecuted 
Jews in WW2 does not have the effect they hope for. Instead, placing 
Albania in the crosshairs of Iran means that hosting the MEK is a disas-
ter for the Albanian people. Mazda Parsi writing for Nejat Society 
which helps former MEK to rehabilitate, warns that the “Albanian gov-
ernment is definitely gaining advantages by offering safe haven to the 
MEK but they should be absolutely warned that a terrorist cult-like es-
tablishment like the MEK will come back to haunt their country some-
day. This is a serious warning.” 

Jan 31, 2020  

In Albania, former MEK member Hasssan Heyrani wrote a note which 
explained that “MEK used to lobby the Albanian security services with 
tales, saying that we ex-members are agents of the Iranian regime and 
are plotting against them and up to no good. The security services 
would come and interview us. Little by little they have themselves wok-
en up. These meetings have now changed from interrogations to 
friendly chats. During the last one we had, my interviewer said ‘we 
know what they are doing. We know they are lying, but we are doing 
our job by interviewing you. Although we are a small country our intel-
ligence service is strong and remains strong because of our past. Noth-
ing happens in this country that we don’t know about. We don’t act on 
this information because that is not our job, that is for politicians.’ One 
interesting thing he said is that ‘there may be many things that you 
don’t know, but we do. For example, I can tell you that a lot of MEK 
that go to visit hospital along with a minder, do that only as an excuse 
because when they do leave the camp they go across the road to the 
streets opposite the Mother Theresa hospital looking for prostitutes, 
along with their minder!’” 
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Western Bloggers, January 26, 

2020  

 

At lightning speed, the State De-
partment overturns an order pro-
hibiting US diplomats from 
meeting controversial Iranian dissi-
dent groups – including a close 
friend with Trump World allies and 
previously designated a terrorist 
group, the Mujahideen-e-Khalq 
(MEK) ). The initial memo, lit by a 
career State Department employ-
ee, angered Iranian congressional 
hawks. And the Ministry’s decision 
to modify its guidelines encour-
aged them. 

The first memo, first reported by 
Bloomberg and reviewed by The 
Daily Beast, included sober warn-
ings against meeting with the 
PMOI, pointing to its terrorist past 
and claiming that most everyday 
Iranians have bad news. group 
opinion. The memo also warned of 
interactions with the Democratic 
Party of Iranian Kurdistan, high-
lighting its attacks on Iranian mili-
tary targets; and ordered diplo-
mats to obtain permission from the 
headquarters of the State Depart-
ment before meeting with mem-
bers of an Azeri separatist group. 
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
sent the memo on January 7 and 
warned that meetings with these 
groups could undermine American 
efforts to reach an agreement with 
Tehran. Joey Hood, a senior State 
Department official, approved the 
note, according to The Daily Beast 
document reviewed. 

But now the note is canceled. The 
Daily Beast obtained a cable, sent 
to American diplomats on Sunday 
evening, replacing the week-old 

directive. 

“The posts should welcome the 
opportunities to meet and learn 
from members of the Iranian dias-
pora community,” said the cable, 
which explicitly noted that it 
“replaces” the January 7 missive. 
“After 40 years of repression and 
violence at the hands of the Aya-
tollahs, the pride of the Iranian 
people for their history has not 
diminished or their determination 
to celebrate it in the face of the 
abuses of the Islamic Republic.” 

The cable went on to say that 
American diplomats should con-
sider hosting members of the dias-
pora for “Persian cultural events”, 
while noting that “not all of the 
interests and objectives of Iranian 
opposition groups align with 
American political priorities ”. 

“Although it is up to the Iranian 
people to determine the future 
course of their nation, the United 
States will continue to support 
them and echo their calls for jus-
tice and accountability,” said the 
cable. 

Although the new note does not 
mention PMOI or other groups, it 
said diplomats should simply 
“exercise good judgment when 
receiving invitations or meet with 
opposition groups” and should 
raise questions and concerns with 
senior state officials – an apparent 
revocation of the order that they 
only hold such meetings with the 
express approval of Foggy Bottom. 
State Department spokespersons 
did not respond to multiple re-
quests for comment on the cable. 

Trump’s lawyer Rudy Giuliani – 
whom the MEK hired to help 
them withdraw from the US list 
of foreign terrorist groups and 
who recently called the group 
“my people MEK” – welcomed 
the overthrow. “(The PMOI) is 
very much in favor of a free Iraq. 
It is headed by a great woman 
who has pledged to end the re-
pression of women in a non-
nuclear Iran, “the president’s 
personal attorney told The Daily 
Beast. “They were of great help 
to us during (the invasion) of Iraq 
and are supported by a very non-
partisan group of former and 
former American officials.” 

The PMOI is close to several oth-
er hawkish Trumpworld figures, 
including retired general Jack 
Keane and former national secu-
rity adviser John Bolton. Former 
Attorney General Michael 
Mukasey, a longtime friend of 
Giuliani and a former legal part-
ner, is a volunteer advisor to the 
group’s political arm. 

“They undermine the president’s 
policy when no one is watching.” 

– Hill collaborator 

The group has a controversial 
past. For, among other things, its 
alleged role in the assassination 
of three US military officers and 
three other civilian contractors, 
the PMOI found itself on the offi-
cial list of foreign terrorist organ-
izations of the United States gov-
ernment. He was also charged 
with acting as the death squad 
for the late Iraqi dictator Saddam 
Hussein. A 2009 article published 

What is the problem with admin. backing down anti-MEK memo? 
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by Rand Corporation described 
“the PMOI’s almost religious de-
votion to (its leaders), public self-
deprecation sessions, compulsory 
divorce, celibacy, forced separa-
tion from family and friends, and 
segregation sexual. ” The group 
and its allies vehemently deny all 
of these costs. 
 
The rapid return came after the 
initial memo from the State De-
partment angered the hawks of 
the Iranian Congress. One noted 
that the memo had been sent to 
diplomats just days after an 
American strike killed Soleimani, 
and that senior State Department 
politicians were likely preparing 
for reprisals from Tehran. 
“This is a fairly large figure for the 
state,” said Christian Wiman, a 
former senior adviser to the de-
partment under Presidents 
Trump and George W. Bush. 
“Even if it is formulated diplo-
matically, it is not so common to 
have something published and to 
cancel it almost immediately. And 
I think it just shows that the origi-
nal declaration was something 
that had been done at a lower 
level that did not have the sup-
port or buy-in from senior politi-
cians. “ 

It was the second time in recent 
months that Hood, the career 
official who put the memo on the 
green, has angered Hill’s hawks. 
During a testimony to Congress 
on December 4, he had a tense 
exchange with Senator Ted Cruz 
on the financing of the Lebanese 
government and whether this 
money had gone to Hezbollah. A 
transcript of the hearing indicates 
that Hood laughed in response to 

a question from Cruz; the episode 
left the nerves raw. 

“They undermine the president’s 
policy when no one is watching,” 
said a Hill staff member for a 
member who advocates a tighter 
policy toward Iran. 

Others, meanwhile, highlighted 
the overthrow as the Trump ad-
ministration’s last struggle to 
clearly explain its position on the 
conflict with Iran. A congressional 
staff member who worked on 
Iranian politics and who favored 
the overthrow noted that it 
comes from the fact that the ad-
ministration sent mixed messages 
on the legal basis of the So-
leimani strike and the number of 
American embassies threatened. 
by Iranian Allied Shia militias. 

“I think there is a lot of fog of 
war-like messages that has come 
out,” said the staff member, who 
spoke anonymously to discuss 
the sensitive issue. “I think there 
is still a lot of fog of war.” 

The overthrow of the State De-
partment, as reflected in the ca-
ble, comes as Pompeo and other 
U.S. officials, including Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper, find it diffi-
cult to articulate the U.S. next 
steps after the murder of So-
leimani and reconcile their ac-
counts of the information that 
sparked this strike. . 

For years, the Trump administra-
tion has maintained a “maximum 
pressure” campaign, imposing 
crippling sanctions on the Iranian 
economy in an attempt to reopen 

talks with Tehran on a nuclear 
deal. Since the Soleimani strike, 
Trump administration officials 
have struggled to define the ad-
ministration’s Iranian policy. Some 
have said that the maximum pres-
sure campaign still includes a mili-
tary option. Others say that the 
United States has long communi-
cated to the Iranians that if Teh-
ran killed Americans, there would 
be military consequences. 

“WE. The diplomats should not 
meet with the PMOI. They repre-
sent a dangerous cult. We must 
avoid all the errors of the war in 
Iraq, including being deceived by 
an alleged diaspora opposition 
unrelated to it.” 

– former Obama administration 
official, Jarret Blanc 

Now it seems that the State De-
partment is changing its mind on 
how to approach Iran diplomati-
cally after the Soleimani strike. In 
the hours immediately following 
the assassination, US officials in an 
attempt to defuse described the 
coup as a warning and insisted 
that America was still interested in 
working with Iran on conversa-
tions on the nuclear deal. The 
United States Special Representa-
tive for Iran, Brian Hook, appeared 
on BBC World, saying that the 
murder of Soleimani was intended 
to “advance the cause of peace”. 
Sunday’s cable, meanwhile, will 
encourage the Iranian hawks – 
and frustrate the elders of the 
Obama administration. 

By Pauline Ewell – mashviral.com 
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Western Bloggers, January 23, 

2020 

 

On January 3, 2020, the plane of 
Qasem Soleimani, major general 
of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps (IRGC) and commander of 
its elite Quds Force, arrived at 
Baghdad International Airport. At 
the same time, the US MQ-9 
Reaper, a prime assassination 
drone, was loitering in the area 
with other military aircraft. 

At the Airport, Soleimani left with 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, the dep-
uty head of the Iran-backed Iraqi 
Popular Mobilization Forces. As 
they entered two vehicles, the 
convoy headed toward downtown 
Baghdad. At 1 am local time, the 
Reaper launched several missiles 
on Baghdad Airport Road. The two 
cars exploded in flames killing 
some 10 people, including So-
leimani and al-Muhandis. 

After the devastation, whatever 
was left of Soleimani could be 
identified only by his ring. Ironical-
ly, several perished Iranian and 
pro-Iranian commanders had been 
instrumental in the defeat of the 
Islamic State. 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo 
said Washington had made an 
“intelligence-based assessment” 
that Soleimani was “actively plan-
ning in the region” to attack US 
interests. In turn, President Don-
ald Trump declared Soleimani was 
behind “imminent attacks” on US 
diplomatic facilities and personnel 
across the Middle East. 

That’s the official story. 

Undermining de-escalation 

Afterwards, Trump’s team got 
caught offering mixed messages 
about Iran’s “imminent” attacks 
as a justification for Soleimani 
assassination. National security 
adviser Robert O’Brien says 
Trump authorized eliminating 
Soleimani who cooperated with 
his allies “to kill American diplo-
mats and soldiers in significant 
numbers.” Defense Secretary 
Mark T. Esper claims there was 
“exquisite intelligence” indi-
cating Soleimani was 
“conducting preparing military 
operations” akin to “terrorist 
activities” against the US. In turn, 
Pompeo seized Iran’s past be-
havior as justification. 

None of these reasons, which 
stress attributed intentions ra-
ther than hard evidence, seem 
credible in the light of Iran’s 
efforts at multilateral diplomacy, 
its challenging economic condi-
tions and the behind-the-façade 
attempt at de-escalation with 
Saudi Arabia. However, the 
mixed messages do reflect a 
longstanding US effort to justify 
“permanent war” in the Middle 
East and certain other hot spots. 
The House resolution to limit 
Trump’s war powers against Iran 
is a move in the right direction 
but it can neither reverse the 
past policy mistakes nor halt the 
current escalation. 

In the subsequent TV address, 
Trump delivered his Orwellian 
soundbite. “We took action last 
night to stop a war… We did not 
take action to start a war.” And 

yet, several US planes were taking 
off from bases in the eastern Unit-
ed States toward the Middle East 
as Pentagon sent 3,500 members 
of the 82nd Airborne Division, one 
of the largest deployments in dec-
ades. 

Amid mega rallies for Soleimani 
and Iraqi parliament calling for the 
expulsion of US troops from the 
country, Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei spoke about the im-
pending “retaliation.” Trump 
warned Tehran that any retaliation 
would result in US targeting 52 Ira-
nian significant sites, including cul-
tural sites. The allusion was to the 
number of American hostages dur-
ing the Iran hostage crisis some 40 
years ago. 

Then came the bomb shell. Two 
days after the assassination, Iraq’s 
Prime Minister Adil Abdul-Mahdi 
addressed his country’s parliament 
suggesting that Soleimani was on a 
peace mission. According to Abdul-
Mahdi, he had planned to meet 
Soleimani on the morning the gen-
eral was killed to discuss a diplo-
matic rapprochement that Iraq was 
brokering between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia. Abdul-Mahdi said Trump 
personally thanked him for the 
efforts creating the impression that 
Soleimani could safely travel to 
Baghdad, even as the White House 
was busy planning a hit. 

Subsequently, Pompeo rushed to 
defend the assassination, again. 
“We know that [the report about 
Soleimani’s peace mission] wasn’t 
true,” he said. “We got it right.” 
Once again, he presented no hard 
evidence. 
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In reality, the US assassination 
appears to have been the latest 
effort to preempt de-escalation 
plans in the region, to reinforce 
Iran’s destabilization. It follows 
years of misguided covert opera-
tions. Here’s how it happened. 

From Trump’s U-turn to new Iran 
sanctions 

Only a few years ago, there was 
still great hope in Iran. After years 
of diplomacy, the comprehensive 
nuclear accord (JCPOA, July 2015) 
was achieved between Tehran and 
the so-called P5+1 nations; that is, 
the five permanent members of 
the UN Security Council—China, 
France, Russia, UK, and the US, 
plus Germany together with the 
European Union (EU). Under the 
deal, Iran agreed to eliminate its 
stockpile of medium-enriched ura-
nium, while the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
gained access to all Iranian nuclear 
facilities. 

To Iran, the deal offered relief 
from US, UN and multilateral sanc-
tions on energy, financial, ship-
ping, automotive and other sec-
tors. These primary sanctions 
were lifted after the International 
Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA) 
certification in January 2016 that 
Iran had complied with the agree-
ment. Yet, secondary sanctions on 
firms remained in place, along 
with sanctions applying to US 
companies, including banks. 

This article was originally pub-
lished by the UK-based World Fi-
nancial Review on January 10, 
2020. By Dan Steinboc, World 
Financial Review 
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Pompeo Flip-Flop 
Pompeo’s flip flop over contact with militant Iranian exile and opposi-
tion groups was reported in various media. After the first directive was 
made public, James M. Dorsey, Euro-Asia Times concluded that “Mr. 
Pompeo’s directive is unlikely to persuade Iran that Washington has 
had a change of heart. Indeed, it hasn’t. Mr. Trump maintains his cam-
paign of maximum pressure and this week imposed additional sanc-
tions on Iran.” After the directive was overturned, The Daily Beast 
piece summed up the situation by quoting Jarrett Blanc, a former 
Obama administration official who worked on Iran policy: “There are at 
least two problems with this reversal. The first is that the policy is 
wrong. U.S. diplomats should not be meeting with MEK or its affiliates. 
They represent a dangerous cult. We should avoid all the mistakes of 
the Iraq war including being hoodwinked by purported diaspora oppo-
sition with no links at home. The second problem is that it reflects the 
total incompetence and chaos of this administration’s policy making —
to send out an instruction and less than a week later countermand it. 
They just don’t know what they are doing.” 

As Pompeo flip flopped 
over contact with MEK, a 
significant amount of 
commentary focused on 
the MEK in Albania and 
that country’s relation-
ship with America and 
Iran. Along with the UK, 
Israel and Saudi Arabia, 
Prime Minister Rama 
came out strongly in 
support for the illegal assassination of general Qassem Soleimani. But 
Rama confessed that although Albania had accepted to host the MEK 
as a humanitarian gesture, the group now posed a national security 
issue. Elis Gjevori for TRT World reported in detail the problems caused 
by the MEK presence in that country. Dr Olsi Jazexhi, an Albanian aca-
demic and expert who has been tracking MEK activities in Albania, said 
“The reason for the MEK being brought to Albania is the general igno-
rance of Albanian politicians who do not understand the danger of in-
ternational terrorism and the implications that this terrorism has on 
nation-states.” Adding, “MEK with its paramilitary camps that they 
have in Manza has created a state within a state.” The article con-
cludes that “MEK actions in an impoverished country like Albania, 
which is still struggling to emerge from a communist dictatorship, 
doesn’t bode well for its long-term stability or rule of law. Iraq has be-
come a battleground of influence between the US and Iran, a faraway 
conflict for many Albanians.” 
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NCRI MEK TERROR GROUP PAID VOX MPS SALARIES 

El Pais, Madrid,  

January 30 2020  

… The National Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) had an armed wing that was on the United 

States’ list of terrorist organizations until 2012, a year before the group funded Spain’s ultra-

nationalist party. Founded in Tehran in 1965 by three university students, the organization’s mili-

tary legion, the Mojahedin-e Khalq (MEK), underwent a lengthy journey in the international 

courts between 2003 and 2014 before it was taken off the European Union and United States’ 

blacklists. Britain stopped considering it a terrorist group in 2008 following a procedure initiated 

a year earlier by 35 lawmakers. A November 2018 investigation by The Guardian linked the deci-

sion to delist MEK to a “lavish lobbying campaign” to secure the support of global leaders. Every 

year, the NCRI organizes a large event in Paris where Alejo Vidal-Quadras has been a guest 

speaker on more than 15 occasions. NCRI MEK Terror Group Paid VOX MPs Salaries.  

Spain’s El Pais ran an investigative piece on MEK’s money laundering role in funding the right-wing Vox 
party. “Vox, which is now the third-largest force inside the Spanish parliament with 52 lawmakers, was 
created in 2013 with around €1 million donated by [MEK alias] the NCRI. On December 17 of that year, 
the day that it was registered as a new party on the Interior Ministry’s records, Vox received its first 
transfer from abroad by sympathizers of the Iranian exiles. The transfer was in the amount of 
€1,156.22.” The link between MEK and Vox is former MEP Alejo Vidal-Quadras, a long-term paid advo-
cate of MEK in Europe. MEK claimed, as it does for its own funding, that the money came from individ-
ual contributions by Iranians. Why Iranians would be even remotely interested in funding a Spanish 
political party is anybody’s guess. Unless, of course, the money wasn’t theirs. 

https://iran-interlink.org/wordpress/ncri-mek-terror-group-paid-vox-mps-salaries/
https://iran-interlink.org/wordpress/ncri-mek-terror-group-paid-vox-mps-salaries/

