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MEK, and protests against fuel price in Iran 

November 22, 2019  

MEK’s role in the recent protests against fuel price rises is demon-

strated through various articles to have been extremely negative and 

damaging. 

Iranian protesters saw very quickly and clearly that their spontane-

ous activities had been high jacked by the US and its agents like 

MEK and Reza Pahlavi. They went home. The activities of Iran’s 

genuine indigenous opposition groups have again been quashed; 

their genuine grievances exploited by external agents for regime 

change. It must be clear by now that nobody in Iran wants regime 

change and especially not with US-backed MEK involvement. 

Several Iranian media outlets published articles in English reviewing 

various aspects of MEK’s history of enmity against their former 

country – what is referred to as MEK’s ‘dark history’ of assassina-

tions and bombings which killed over 12,000 Iranian civilians. In 

one article, MEK’s history of support for the hostage takers at the 

American embassy in 1980 is exposed through its own publications.  

The moment the MEK and Pompeo entered into the protests every-

one went home. Many opposition personalities are saying we have 

been forced to shut up and not complain about anything. Whatever 

happens in Iran, Pompeo or Bolton or MEK want to highjack the 

protest or demonstration. Therefore, we are stuck. Ironically, these 

opposition writers have had to address the government they are pro-

testing against to solve this problem. They demand the Iranian gov-

ernment deal with these interlopers and provide more security so 

they can hold genuine protests and demonstrations.  

‘We have to side with the government because our common enemy 

is Pompeo and MEK’ they say. We ask our government to deal with 

this external threat so we can have our activities.  
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MEK may conduct terror attacks in Europe 

BY SORAYA SEPAHPOUR-

ULRICH  NOV 13, 2019  

 

MEK may conduct terror attacks 

in Europe and place the blame on 

Tehran, says expert 

 

An expert on U.S. foreign policy 
believes the Mojahedin-e Khalq 
terrorist organization may carry 
out acts of terror and sabotage 
in Europe and place the blame 
on Tehran. 

“The group has had ample expe-
rience in carrying out killings 
and assassinations. The cult will 
not even allow members to de-
fect,” said Soraya Sepahpour-
Ulrich, in an interview with 
the Balkans Post. 

“I would not be 
surprised if a group 
member, or sever-
al, carry out acts of 
terror and sabotage 
in Europe and place 
the blame on Teh-
ran. Perhaps that is 
the plan for them,” 
she added. 

Here’s the full tran-
script of the inter-
view: 

Balkans Post: In a piece pub-
lished by the Washington Post in 
September, Shahin Gobadi, 
spokesman of the anti-Iranian 
Mojahedin-e Khalq (MEK) terror-
ist group, claimed that “a curso-
ry review of the MEK’s history 
shows it has survived and flour-
ished for 54 years, not because 
of having a voice in the White 
House but because of its reliance 
solely on the Iranian people and 

because it has been willing to pay 
the price for democracy in blood 
and treasure.” What could you say 
about these remarks? 

Soraya Sepahpour-Ulrich: The 
publication of this piece in the 
Washington Post is not without 
irony. The Jeff Bezos owned Wash-
ington Post is a private enterprise 
with deep pockets that passes it-
self as a ‘news’ outlet. Regrettably, 
the Washington Post that lends its 
pages to a cult’s propaganda is a 
very sharp departure from the 
Washington Post that in the past 
earned dozens of Pulitzer prizes. 
The Post is best remembered for 
publishing the Pentagon Papers – a 

secret government study about the 
Vietnam War. In a sharp departure 
from those days, the current own-
er of Washington Post is making 
deals with the Pentagon. In the 
same vein, the MEK Shahin Gobadi 
writes of has departed sharply 
from the MEK that was founded in 
1965. 

For the first few years, the MEK 
was dedicated to fighting Ameri-
ca’s friendly dictator, the Shah of 

Iran, capitalism, and Western im-
perialism. But in 1975, there was 
an ideological split within the 
group at which time the group 
declared that Marxism, not Is-
lam, was the true revolutionary 
philosophy (expressed in a book 
entitled Manifesto on Ideological 
Issues). It was at this stage that 
they resorted to terrorism. 

The Americans in Iran became 

their primary target and they 

wounded or killed high profile mil-

itary personnel in Iran and are said 

to have been actively involved in 

the U.S. embassy takeover. 

In an about-face, the group be-
came the pet terrorists of the very 
“Western Empire” they had set out 

to fight. Their exist-
ence was necessary 
to America to rid 
Iran of the Islamic 
government that 
had overthrown 
their man in Teh-
ran. Thus the terror 
activities and assas-
sinations once con-
ducted against 
Americans in Iran 
were directed at 
the new Islamic 
government in Iran. 
The terror group 

and their backers promoted the 
notion that the MEK was not re-
sponsible for assassinations of 
Americans and those acts of terror 
were carried by rogue elements 
within the group was promoted. 

The lies continue to spread. The 
MEK has zero validity and support 
inside Iran. And frankly, fewer still 
outside of Iran. But they have a 
great deal of political support in 
America, Britain, and Israel. Not 
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only do prominent American pol-
iticians on both side of the aisle 
support the group, but neocon-
servatives and the pro-Israeli 
think tanks. They also got 
“protection” from an online or-
ganization head by Rabbi Daniel 
M. Zucker through its online pub-
lication “International Analyst 
Network” and “Global Politician.” 

So to sum up, the group has de-
parted sharply from its origins 
and is the same in name only, 
and it would not have survived 
without the backing of influential 
politicians and organization. The 
only price paid in ‘blood’ was 
that of the people it terrorized 
and killed. 

BP: Described by critics as “a 
cult”, the MEK has been lauded 
by top U.S. officials as alternative 
to Iran’s government. How has 
the group gained the support of 
such influential people? 

Soraya Sepahpour-
Ulrich: Personally, I do not be-
lieve that the U.S. sees them as 
an alternative to the government 
in Iran. They use the group to 
undermine Tehran while enticing 
them with promises. The support 
of ‘influential people’ is not for 
the group, or its ideology, but for 
the harm it can do to Tehran. 
The more sensitivity Iran shows 
towards this cult, the more the 
U.S. and Israel dangle the group 
in front of the Islamic Republic. 

I think that is very important to 
understand them in this context. 
The United States has a stated 
policy of not negotiating with 
terrorists, but it has a habit of 
using terrorists to achieve its 
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goals. If and when the objective 
is reached, the terrorists would 
become dispensable – undesira-
ble. 

BP: Karim Sadjadpour, an Iran 
expert with the Carnegie Endow-
ment for International Peace, has 
described the organization as a 
fringe group with mysterious 
benefactors that garners scant 
support in its home country. Is 
there any evidence to show who 
these “mysterious benefactors” 
are? 

Soraya Sepahpour-Ulrich: Some 
former MEK members have stat-
ed that they have witnessed Sau-
di Arabia giving money and gold 
to the group. I believe that may 
have been in much later years. 
At the onset of the Iranian Revo-
lution, Saudi Arabia was more 
interested in restoring the mon-
archy and the deposed Shah’s 
son. Of course, in the 80’s, their 
benefactor was the “Butcher of 
Baghdad”, Saddam Hossein. 

The political support from Israel 
is unquestionable and there is 
plenty of literature on this. How-
ever, in 2012, the NBC broke out 
a story that was repeated every-
where – that Israel had 
“financed, trained, and armed” 
the MEK. 

Certainly, while the MEK were 
being protected and chauffeured 
around in Camp Ashraf – Iraq as 
‘special status person/s’, surely 
the U.S. government would have 
been responsible for their 
maintenance. 

BP: The MEK operates out of a 
compound in rural Albania. How 

has the group’s presence in that 
region impacted the Balkans in 
general and Albania in particu-
lar? 

Soraya Sepahpour-Ulrich: It is 
beyond the scope of my research 
to address the impact the pres-
ence of MEK operatives has had 
on the Balkans. But what is very 
clear is that the United States 
had a 4-year plan (2011-2015) to 
give aid to Albania in order to 
advance U.S. objectives related 
to Albania’s role in moving for-
ward U.S. foreign policy objec-
tive. The initial consequence of 
this ‘generosity’ was to demand 
Albanian house thousands of 
terrorists. It appears that a ter-
rorist group that was protected 
by the United States in Iraq is 
now protected by the Unites 
States in the Europe. 

The group has had ample experi-
ence in carrying out killings and 
assassinations. The cult will not 
even allow members to defect. I 
would not be surprised if a group 
member, or several, carry out 
acts of terror and sabotage in 
Europe and place the blame on 
Tehran. Perhaps that is the plan 
for them. 

Soraya Sepahpour-Ulrich has a 
Master’s in Public Diplomacy 
from USC Annenberg for Commu-
nication. She is an independent 
researcher and writer with a fo-
cus on U.S. foreign policy and the 
role of the lobby. Her articles 
have been published by several 
online publications. She is a pub-
lic speaker.  

She is balkanspost.com 
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TIRANA – Three Iranian refu-

gees, former members of the 

Iranian opposition MEK in Al-

bania, who have left the organi-

zation, deny the allegations 

made against them. Hassan 

Hayrani, Abdurrahman Mo-

hammad Jan, Gholam Reza 

Shekari were all described by 

Ali Safavi, a member of the Na-

tional Council of Resistance of 

Iran, as agents of the Iranian 

regime who should be urgently 

arrested and expelled from Al-

bania as they pose a danger to 

them, although their location 

was not known. 

The Without a Trace show on 

Report TV investigated the case 

by finding out not only the 

whereabouts of the three afore-

mentioned Iranians, but also 

conducted this lengthy inter-

view with them. They live in 

Albania, in the Fresco area on 

the outskirts of Tirana, with a 

residence permit renewed every 

three months, and have dis-

missed all the allegations by 

clarifying their positions in the 

MEK organization they previ-

ously belonged to. 

In an interview with Without a 

Trace, former members of the 

Mojahedin give evidence of 

the massacres that their former 

terrorist comrades have com-

mitted in Iran. These state-

ments come shortly after the 

release of information by Al-

banian police that a year earli-

er it had prevented a terrorist 

attack on MEK members and 

that several persons, agents of 

the Iranian regime, had been 

identified as responsible. 

While they consider the camp 

in Manez to be a prison, these 

former members say they have 

left because they want to live 

freely. 

Interviews conducted by the 
investigative editorial board 
of Without a Trace 

Hassan Hayrani: My name is 
Hassan, I am a former MEK 
member. After the fall of Sad-
dam Hussein in 2010, I joined 
the organization. After a few 
years with them, I left the or-
ganization about a year and a 
half ago. And now I live here 
at Fresco, and thankfully this 
is the best opportunity for 
me. 

When were you recruited by 
the MEK organization? 

Hassan Hayrani: At first we 
came here after the leader of 
the organization promised us 
that the situation would 

Albanian MEK Ashraf Camp Is a Prison 
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BY ALBANIA MEDIA 

 

Shqiptarja  
 
NOV 11, 2019  

 

Without a Trace finds the Mo-

jahedin accused of being terror-

ists: MEK camp is a prison! In 

Iran, MEK ordered us to kill 

people  

 

Former members of the Mojahe-
din who fled the Iranian opposi-
tion’s camp in Manez and were 
then accused of terrorism, gave 
evidence in an interview with 
Without a Trace of the massa-
cres that the former terrorist 
fighters, MEK, committed in 
Iran. They consider the camp in 
Manez a prison, they say they 
have left because they want to 
live freely. 
Testimony: Some Albanian offi-
cials have been corrupted by 
this organization, this means we 
are not allowed to work, nor 
have a residence permit. It’s a 
fanatical organization. They 
want us in prison. 

https://www.nejatngo.org/en/blog/albania-media
https://www.nejatngo.org/en/blog/albania-media


change once we arrived in Al-
bania. But sadly, after about a 
year, MEK leaders, with money 
coming from Saudi Arabia, set 
up a prison rather than a camp 
in Manez, similar to those in 
Iraq. There are other people in 
there who unfortunately can’t 
get out of this situation in 
Manez. We asked the leaders 
of the organization why are 
you forbidding us from having 
a family, forbidding outside 
contacts, no internet or free-
dom, and why do you say we 
are fighting for the freedom of 
the people of Iran, when you 
don’t allow freedom within 
the organization. They told us 
that they do not believe that 
these are the conditions inside 
and that they believe in free-
dom. The leaders of the organ-
ization told us that these con-
ditions were there for our ben-
efit at a time when Saddam 
Hussein was overthrown and 
the Iranian regime was spread-
ing terror, and so under these 
conditions we agreed. But if 
you go to Manez, you will see 
that it’s like a prison, and that 
security is done with a shot-
gun. So, it’s just like a prison. 

Did you receive an order to 
carry out a mission there? 
As for the organization, I 
joined after the fall of Saddam 
Hussein. At that time the or-
ganization had no operations 
against Iran. But we had some 
attacks by the Iraqi govern-
ment because the organization 

did not follow their laws. 
There were some conflicts be-
tween them, and members of 
the organization were involved 
in these conflicts. 

Are there any dangerous per-
sons in this organization in 
Albania? 

No, they do not have danger-
ous persons, because Albania 
is a safe country. There is no 
need for this to become a 
battleground either. But the 
leaders of the organization on-
ly want to turn the camp into a 
jail, to keep those living in 
Manez confined. The leader of 
this camp does not want mem-
bers of this organization to 
have contact with other peo-
ple outside this camp. And on 
the other hand, it does not 
want out-of-camp people to 
have contact with the people 
inside. For example, there 
have been cases where jour-
nalists have not even been al-
lowed to interview persons 
living in Manez on the grounds 

that their news organization is 
affiliated with the Iranian se-
cret service and they fear a ter-
rorist attack. This is laughable. 
They only want us to have the 
toughest conditions here. 
We escaped MEK without con-
flict, we are just looking for a 
quiet life. We have no problem 

with either the Albanian citi-
zens or the Albanian govern-
ment. We have been living here 
for 3 years, and we are free, we 
are living a peaceful life. We 
have no problem. It’s MEK who 
doesn’t tolerate us here. 

Who is accusing you? 

The Mojahedin Organization 
called MEK, which you have 
already heard of, accuse us of 
being mercenaries, agents of 
the Iranian regime, they report-
ed that to every journalist and 
media outlet here. Because we 
broke away from this organiza-
tion to lead a civilian life and 
we now lead lives as civilians, 
they don’t allow us to do that. 
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Our existence in this country, 
as free and civilized people, 
encourages other members to 
leave this organization. 

How did you become part of 
this organization? 

From my experience in this 
organization there are some 
people I know of, some Albani-
an officials who are corrupted 
by this organization and do not 
let us work, nor have a resi-
dence permit. It’s a fanatical 
organization. They’d love us to 
be in prison. 

When were you recruited by 
the MEK organization? 

I’ve been a part of it for 28 
years and have spent much of 
my life, my youth, with them. 
I have given so much of my 
life, all they wanted from me. I 
decided to break away from 
this organization to have a free 
life. After all these years I have 
known about the terrorist acts 

carried out earlier, and that 
now they want to fall into 
American hands, I don’t agree 
with this, this is sufficient for 
me to want to live my life as a 
civilian. My free life here con-
sists of all this. I lost all my life, 
maybe a lot, maybe a little. 

After so many years I found 
out about the free world, the 
free life and I wanted to live it. 
And when I saw free life here I 
decided to break away from 
this organization. 

I decided to leave the organi-
zation three years ago. Now I 
live in Tirana. 

A few days ago, the spokes-
man of this organization, of 
which I was a member, ac-
cused me of being an Iranian 
agent as well as a terrorist. He 
has no basis for this nor to ask 
the government to arrest me. 
This is faked news because 
they do not want me and my 
friends to live freely. This has 
created problems by limiting 

us and our lives here, they 
want to force us to move to 
another country, illegally if nec-
essary. But even if we wanted 
to go to another country, we 
cannot because we have no 
documents. 

What is the purpose of this 
organization? 
When I decided to leave this 
organization, they were order-
ing us and dictating rules for us. 
They said, If you leave, we will 
pay for you, you can spend our 
money, but you have to obey 
some rules, such as: you can’t 
talk to anyone and you can’t 
live as you want. We will tell 
you who you should live with 
and what to do. I did not accept 
this and so received no money 
from the organization. 

Then why did you accept to be 
a part of MEK for 30 years? 
I really trusted this organization 
at first. When I joined, I be-
lieved. I believed in freedom, in 
democracy. I thought that the 
people in Iran would live freely. 
That MEK would bring democ-
racy. But little by little I realized 
that this organization was a lie 
and that democracy would not 
come and that the only ones 
enjoying power were the lead-
ership. 

Did you witness the massacres 
in Iraq? 

When I was in Iraq, in 1998 
maybe, I don’t remember well, 
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I was in an operation in Kurdi-
stan. In this operation I was 
the shooter and the one driv-
ing the tank. And during this 
operation I was ordered to kill 
people, to carry out a massa-
cre there. 

Have you been ordered by 
MEK to commit terrorist acts? 
When I was in MEK, I was part 
of a group that would go to 
Iran and were ordered to com-
mit terrorist acts; to detonate 
a bomb and kill people as ter-
rorists. 
I was part of a group, and 
there were plenty of groups 
who went to Iran to do the 
same thing, to kill people. 
A small group consisted of 3 or 
5 people and we went to Iran 
after crossing the border and 
went to several Iranian cities 
and killed some civilians. 
I was in that group, but to my 
good fortune I didn’t act be-
cause I wasn’t ready to do it, 
physically, my body wasn’t 
ready to do it. And that mis-
sion was given to another per-
son in the squad. 

We ask the Albanian govern-

ment to give us a residency 

permit, or another document to 

allow us to have a better situa-

tion. We need work, to make 

money. We need help. 

 

Some of my friends are trying 
to earn money by doing busi-
ness. Now we have spent all 
the money in the [Ramsa char-

ity] package. My mom, my 
brother sent me money to 
help me make my life here. 
Forty years ago, I was living 
with my family. When I was a 
soldier sent to the war front, I 
was a prisoner of war for 9 
years during the Iran-Iraq war. 
Then I was with the Mojahedin 
for 20 years. For 40 years I 
have seen no one in my fami-
ly. For 30 years I had no con-

tact with them, because in 
MEK there were rules, no one, 
no one was allowed to call 
their family. 

I’ve spent 20 years of my life 
with MEK and after that, I live 
as a civilian today. For a long 
time I had realized how great a 
lie MEK was. I spent 5 months 
in jail under them and was un-
der great physical and psycho-
logical pressure. I decided to 
leave the organization. Why 
am I accused of being a terror-
ist when I am living a free life? 
I have also given an interview 
to the German media. 

I work here in Tirana, work in 
the duralum, do electrical 
work, paint houses. I work for a 
living. I work from 8am to 8pm. 
How can I be a terrorist. Here’s 
my hands, how can I commit 
terrorist acts once I’m back 
from work. 

I was with MEK for 30 years, 
and I’ve been separated from 
MEK for a year and a half. I 

heard talk of news that we 
were accused of terrorism. In 
this organization everything we 
did was restricted. Even inside 
MEK the members were 
abused about this news, that 
we were terrorists and that we 
needed to be arrested. 

Shqiptarja,  

Translated by: Iran Interlink 

Link to the video:  

https://dlb.nejatngo.org/Media/Intervi

ew/ReportTV_MEK.mp4?_=1  
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BY BBC  

NOV 12, 2019  

For six years, Albania has been 
home to one of Iran’s main 
opposition groups, the Mujahi-
deen-e-Khalq, or MEK. But 
hundreds of members have 
walked out – some complain-
ing about the organisation’s 
rigid rules enforcing celibacy, 
and control over contact with 
family. Now, dozens languish 
in the Albanian capital, Tirana, 
unable to return to Iran or get 
on with their lives. 

“I didn’t speak to my wife and 
son for over 37 years – they 
thought I’d died. But I told 
them, ‘No, I’m alive, I’m living 
in Albania…’ They cried.” 

That first contact by phone 
with his family after so many 
years was difficult for Gholam 
Mirzai, too. He is 60, and ab-
sconded two years ago from 
the MEK’s military-style en-
campment outside Tirana. 

Now he scrapes by in the city, 
full of regrets and accused by 
his former Mujahideen com-
rades of spying for their sworn 
enemy, the government of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The MEK has a turbulent and bloody 

history. As Islamist-Marxist radicals, 

its members backed the 1979 Iranian 

revolution that toppled the Shah. But 

relations with a triumphant Ayatollah 

Khomeini soon soured. When the 

government cracked down hard, the 

Mujahideen had to run for their lives. 

 

Neighbouring Iraq offered 
sanctuary, and from their de-
sert citadel during the 

Iran/Iraq war (1980-1988), the 
MEK fought on the side of Sad-
dam Hussein against their 
homeland. 
Gholam Mirzai was serving in 
the Iranian military when he 
was captured by Saddam Hus-
sein’s forces at the start of 
that conflict. He spent eight 
years as a prisoner of war in 
Iraq. But in time, Iranian pris-
oners like Mirzai were encour-
aged to join forces with their 
compatriots. And that is what 

he did. 

Mirzai is now a “disassociate” – 
one of hundreds of former MEK 
members who have left the or-
ganisation since they moved to 
Albania. With the help of funds 
from family, some have paid 
people smugglers to take them 
elsewhere in Europe, and per-
haps two have made it back to 
Iran. But dozens remain in Tira-
na, stateless and officially una-
ble to work. 

So how did the battle-hardened 
members of the MEK – former-

ly a proscribed terrorist organi-
sation in the United States and 
Europe – find their way to this 
corner of Europe? 

In 2003, the allied invasion of 
Iraq made life perilous for the 
MEK. The organisation’s pro-
tector, Saddam Hussein, was 
suddenly gone, and the Mujahi-
deen were repeatedly attacked 
– hundreds were killed and in-
jured. Fearing an even worse 
humanitarian disaster, the 
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Americans approached the 
Albanian government in 2013 
and persuaded it to receive 
some 3,000 MEK members in 
Tirana. 

MEK Terrorist Cult Members In 
Albania Who Mustn’t Think 
About SexFemale MEK fighters 
training during the Iran/Iraq 
war (1984) 

“We offered them shelter 
from attacks and abuse, and 
the possibility to lead a normal 
life in a country where they 
are not harassed, attacked or 
brutalised,” says Lulzim Basha, 
leader of the Democratic Par-
ty, which was in government 
at the time, and is now in op-
position. 

In Albania, politics are deeply 
polarised – everything is con-
tested. But, almost uniquely, 
the presence of the MEK isn’t 
– publicly, both governing and 
opposition parties support 
their Iranian guests. 

For the MEK, Albania was a 
completely new environment. 
Gholam Mirzai was astonished 
that even children had mobile 
phones. And because some of 
the Mujahideen were initially 
accommodated in apartment 
buildings on the edge of the 
capital, the organisation’s grip 
on its members was looser 
than it had been previously. In 
Iraq, it had controlled every 
aspect of their lives, but here, 

temporarily, there was a 
chance to exercise a degree of 
freedom. 

“There was some rough ground be-

hind the flats where the commanders 

told us we should take daily exer-

cise,” remembers Hassan Heyrany, 

another “disassociate”. 

Heyrany and his colleagues 
used the cover of trees and 
bushes to sneak around to the 
internet cafe close by and 
make contact with their fami-
lies. 

“When we were in Iraq, if you want-

ed to phone home, the MEK called 

you weak – we had no relationship 

with our families,” he says. “But 

when we came to Tirana, we found 

the internet for personal use.” 

Towards the end of 2017, 
though, the MEK moved out to 
new headquarters. The camp 
is built on a gently sloping hill 
in the Albanian countryside, 
about 30km (19 miles) from 
the capital. Behind the impos-
ing, iron gates, there is an im-

pressive marble arch topped 
with golden lions. A tree-lined 
boulevard runs up to a memori-
al dedicated to the thousands 
of people who have lost their 
lives in the MEK’s struggle 
against the Iranian govern-
ment. 

Uninvited journalists are not 
welcome here. But in July this 
year, thousands attended the 
MEK’s Free Iran event at the 
camp. Politicians from around 
the globe, influential Albanians 
and people from the nearby 
village of Manze, joined thou-
sands of MEK members and 

their leader, Maryam Rajavi, in 
the glitzy auditorium. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s personal 
lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, ad-
dressed the crowd. 

Rudy Giuliani: “If you think this 
is a cult, then there’s some-
thing wrong with you” 

No—40/41              Nejat Newsletter                         page 9 

MEK Terrorist Cult Members In Albania Who Mustn’t Think About Sex 



“These are people who are 
dedicated to freedom,” he said, 
referring to the uniformly 
dressed and gender-segregated 
MEK members present in the 
hall. 

“And if you think that’s a cult, 
then there’s something wrong 
with you,” he added, bringing 
the house down. 

Powerful politicians like Giuliani 
support the MEK’s goal of re-
gime change in Iran. The move-
ment’s manifesto includes a 
commitment to human rights, 
gender equality and participa-
tory democracy for Iran. 

But Hassan Heyrany does not 
buy it any more. Last year he 
left the MEK, rejecting what he 
saw as the leadership’s oppres-
sive control of his private life. 
Heyrany had joined the Mujahi-
deen in his 20s, attracted by its 
commitment to political plural-
ism. 

“It was very attractive. But if you be-

lieve in democracy, you cannot sup-

press the soul of your members,” he 

says. 

The nadir of Heyrany’s life 
with the MEK was an evening 
meeting he was obliged to 
attend. 

“We had a little notebook, and if we 

had any sexual moments we should 

write them down. For example, 

‘Today, in the morning, I had an 

erection.’” 

Romantic relationships and 
marriage are prohibited by 
the MEK. It was not always 
like that – parents and their 
children used to join the Mu-
jahideen. But after the bloody 
defeat of one MEK offensive 
by the Iranians, the leadership 
argued it had happened be-
cause the Mujahideen were 
distracted by personal rela-
tionships. Mass divorce fol-
lowed. Children were sent 
away – often to foster homes 
in Europe – and single MEK 
members pledged to stay that 
way. 

In that notebook, Heyrany 

says they also had to write any 
personal daydreams. 

“For example, ‘When I saw a baby on 

television, I had a feeling that I wished 

to have a child or a family of my 

own.’” 

And the Mujahideen had to read 
from their notebooks in front of 
their commander and comrades 
at the daily meeting. 

“That’s very hard for a person,” 
Heyrany says. 

Now he likens the MEK camp in 

Manze to Animal Farm, George Or-

well’s critique of the Stalinist era in 

the USSR. “It’s a cult,” he says simp-

ly. 

A diplomatic source in Tirana 
described the MEK as “a unique 
cultural group – not a cult, but 
cult-like.” 

The BBC was not able to put any 
of this to the MEK, because the 
organisation refused to be inter-
viewed. But in Albania, a nation 
that endured a punishing, 
closed, Communist regime for 
decades there is some sympathy 
for the MEK leadership’s posi-
tion – at least on the prohibition 
of personal relationships. 

“In extreme situations, you 
make extreme choices,” says 
Diana Culi, a writer, women’s 
activist and former MP for the 
governing Socialist Party. 

“They have vowed to fight all 
their lives for the liberation of 
their country from a totalitarian 
regime. Sometimes we have 
difficulty accepting strong belief 
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in a cause. This is personal sac-
rifice, and it’s a mentality I un-
derstand.” 

Even so, some Albanians worry 
that the MEK’s presence 
threatens national security. 

Two Iranian diplomats were 
expelled following allegations 
about violent plots against the 
Mujahideen, and the European 
Union has accused Tehran of 
being behind conspiracies to 
assassinate regime opponents, 
including MEK members, on 
Dutch, Danish and French soil. 
(The Iranian Embassy in Tirana 
declined the BBC’s request for 
an interview.) 

A highly-placed source in the 
Socialist Party is also concerned 
that the intelligence services 
lack the capacity to monitor 
more than 2,500 MEK members 
with military training. 

“No-one with a brain would’ve 
accepted them here,” he says. 

A diplomat says some of the 
“disassociates” are certainly 
working for Iran. Gholam Mirzai 
and Hassan Heyrany have 
themselves been accused by 
the MEK of being agents for 
Tehran. It is a charge they de-
ny. 

Now both men are focused on 
the future. With help from fam-
ily in Iran, Heyrany is opening a 
coffee shop, and he is dating an 

Albanian. At 40, he is younger 
than most of his fellow cadres 
and he remains optimistic. 

Gholam Mirzai’s situation is 
more precarious. His health is 
not good – he walks with a 
limp after being caught in one 
of the bombardments of the 
MEK camp in Iraq – and he is 
short of money. 

He is tormented by the mis-
takes he has made in his life – 
and something he found out 
when he first got in touch 
with his family. 

When Mirzai left to go to war 
against Iraq in 1980, he had a 
one-month-old son. After the 
Iran/Iraq war ended, his wife 
and other members of his 
family came to the MEK camp 
in Iraq to look for Mirzai. But 
the MEK sent them away, and 
told him nothing about their 
visit. 

This 60-year-old man never 
knew he was a much-missed 
father and husband until he 
made that first call home 
after 37 years. 

“They didn’t tell me that my 
family came searching for me 
in Iraq. They didn’t tell me 
anything about my wife and 
son,” he says. 

“All of these years I thought 
about my wife and son. May-
be they died in the war… I 
just didn’t know.” 

BBC Albania MEK Rajavi Cult 9 

Gholam Mirzai in Tirana today 

The son he has not seen in the 
flesh since he was a tiny baby is 
nearly 40 now. And Mirzai 
proudly displays a picture of this 
grown-up man on his WhatsApp 
id. But renewed contact has 
been painful too. 

“I was responsible for this situa-
tion – the separation. I can’t 
sleep too much at night because 
I think about them. I’m always 
nervous, angry. I am ashamed 
of myself,” Mirzai says. 

Shame is not easy to live with. 
And he has only one desire now. 

“I want to go back to Iran, to 
live with my wife and son. That 
is my wish.” 

Gholam Mirzai has visited the 
Iranian Embassy in Tirana to ask 
for help, and his family have 
lobbied the authorities in Teh-
ran. He has heard nothing. So 
he waits – without citizenship, 
without a passport, and dream-
ing of home. 

Linda Pressly and Albana Kasa-
pi,  

BBC News 
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Iranian Protests And MEK Absence Inside Iran 
BY WESTERN BLOGGERS LAST UPDATED NOV 26, 2019  

AS U.S. SANCTIONS strangle Iran’s economy, anti-government protests are spreading. This week on 

Intercepted: Iranian-American author and analyst Hooman Majd discusses a century of history marked 

by intervention and threats from major world powers. Beginning with Britain, Russia, and Germany bat-

tling for control of Iran’s oil, Majd and Jeremy Scahill discuss the CIA coup against Mohammed Mos-

sadegh in 1953, the Islamic revolution, and the seizure of the U.S. embassy in Tehran in 1979 and how 

Washington has repeatedly tried to bring down the government of the Islamic Republic. The Intercept’s 

investigative series The Iran Cables offers historical insight into Iran’s operations in neighboring Iraq, 

which are informed by the bloody history of the Iran-Iraq War, the U.S. invasion, subsequent occupa-

tion, and the shattering of Iraqi society.  

HM: Iranians inside Iran, until Sunday night, were very connected. They have 4G on their phones. I 
mean, yes, a lot of sites are blocked in Iran but they could read the New York Times; they could be on 
Instagram, which are not blocked. They could get VPNs, and you know, they’re on Twitter and every-
thing else. They’re much more aware of the MEK than for example, Iraqis would have been of Chalabi. 
And I don’t think we, when I say we, the United States had very much intelligence inside Iraq prior to 
the invasion of Iraq. Whereas we do have a lot of intelligence inside Iran, mainly because there’s two 
million Iranians living in America who go back and forth all the time. 

JS: I think it would be really helpful to take a walk through some of the multi-decade history of how 
Iran ended up the way it is now, the way its government functions and the way that Iran has acted in 
Iraq, as evidenced by these cables. Let’s begin sort of in the 1930s or 40s. What was Iran like during 
that period? How was it governed? What was its standing in the world? 

Jeremy Scahill, The Intercept 

https://www.nejatngo.org/en/blog/western-bloggers
http://dlb.nejatngo.org/Media/Report/Intercept_Jeremy_Scahill.mp3

