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THE MKO LEADERS KEEP ON INTIMIDAT-
ING THE DEFECTORS OF THEIR CULT 

 

Apr 28, 2018  
 

The authorities of the Mujahedin Khalq Organization (the MKO, MEK, the PMOI, the 

Cult of Rajavi) intimidate those who left the group in Tirana. 

The MKO leaders keep on intimidating the defectors of their cult 

 

The MKO authorities have bought some van cars in order to patrol in the locations where 

the defectors live in Tirana, one of the defectors of the group stated in a post on Sahar 

Family Foundation. 

According to the report, one of the insiders of the group asserts that each van has certain 

passengers who leave the group’s camp in the morning and get back at night on a regular 

schedule. 

Defectors who see the vans in their neighborhood are concerned about their lives. They 

guess that the suspected passengers of the vans seek to pursue the defectors getting infor-

mation about their activities. 

These survivors of the cult of Rajavi have the evidences of the group’s pervious violent 

acts against the defectors. The group’s agents had attacked them abusing them verbally 

and physically. 

The writer of the post on SFF asks the Albanian government and the UNHCR to super-

vise the MKO preventing it from intimidating its former members. 
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EU SPLITS WITH TRUMP ON IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL – ANALYSIS 
.May 29, 2018 

The US exit from the Iran nuclear 

deal hurts Europe;US plans for sanc-

tions won’t work without allies. 

In addition to effectively tearing up 

the Iran nuclear deal on May 8, 

President Donald Trump announced 

re-imposition of American sanctions 

in place before the landmark agree-

ment. These covered the Islamic 

Republic’s energy, banking and oth-

er sectors, with a provision for pe-

nalizing foreign businesses world-

wide trading with or investing in 

Iran. This act of economic and dip-

lomatic unilateralism undermining 

the Western alliance is welcome 

news for Russian President Vladimir 

Putin as well as Iran’s Supreme 

Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

The premise of the nuclear deal – 

officially called the Joint Compre-

hensive Plan of Action, or JCPOA – 

signed by Iran, the five permanent 

members of the UN Security Coun-

cil plus Germany and the European 

Union – was to let Iran rejoin the 

global economy in exchange for 

denuclearization. Trump’s decision 

undermines the JCPOA’s founda-

tion. Before his rash move on Iran, 

Trump had angered the 28-member 

EU by refusing to grant it exemption 

from the tariffs he imposed on steel 

and aluminum imports in March. An 

American president is authorized to 

take such action to protect national 

security. EU officials argued that 

their bloc is a US ally – all members 

but Sweden are members of Wash-

ington-led NATO – but to no avail. 

“We are witnessing today a new 

phenomenon: the capricious asser-

tiveness of the American administra-

tion,” said Donald Tusk, president 

of the European Council, on the eve 

of the EU summit in Sofia, Bulgaria, 

on 16 May. “Looking at the latest 

decisions of President Trump, some 

could even think, ‘With friends like 

that, who needs enemies?’” After 

the summit Tusk announced that EU 

members agreed unanimously to stay 

in the agreement as long as Iran re-

mains fully committed: “Additionally, 

the [European] Commission was given 

a green light to be ready to act whenev-

er European interests are affected.” 

Jean-Claude Juncker, president of the 

EU’s executive arm, the European 

Commission, said that to protect EU 

companies doing business with Iran, he 

would turn to a plan last used to shield 

European businesses active in Cuba 

facing sanctions: “the ‘blocking stat-

ute’ process, which aims to neutralize 

the extraterritorial effects of US sanc-

tions in the EU.” He did so on May 18. 

The 1996 statute prohibits EU compa-

nies and courts from complying with 

foreign sanctions laws and stipulates 

that foreign court verdicts based on 

these laws are null and void in the EU. 

Juncker added that the European In-

vestment Bank will also provide a 

funding stream for businesses working 

in Iran. This has reassured small- and 

medium-sized EU companies since 

most have no presence in the United 

States. Large multinationals doing 

business in the United States are seek-

ing specific exemption from Washing-

ton. Their chances of success, though, 

are slim. 

By happenstance, on 16 May the Na-

tional Iranian South Oil Company 

signed an agreement with London-

based Pergas International Consortium 

to develop the Keranj field in the oil-

rich Khuzestan province over the next 

decade. 

Though in his election campaign 

Trump had attacked the JCPOA as a 

“bad deal,” he granted waivers from 

re-imposing sanctions thrice because 

his three senior advisers – secretaries 

of state and defense, and the national 

security adviser – urged him to do so. 

But following his sacking of Rex Till-

erson and the resignation of H.R. 

McMaster, Trump appointed Mike 

Pompeo and John Bolton secretary of 

state and national security adviser, 

respectively. Both are super-hawks 

against Iran. And Secretary of Defense 

James Mattis may have decided against 

pushing too hard his argument that 

exiting the JCPOA would cause seri-

ous rupture with European allies and 

tarnish Washington’s credibility in the 

world. 

The other important factor was 

Trump’s imminent meeting with North 

Korea’s leader Kim Jong-un. Along 

with Bolton, Trump reckoned that 

withdrawal from the Iran deal would 

make Kim realize that he did not issue 

empty threats, thus easing his path to 

get what he wants. Overall, when deal-

ing with a foreign regime that refuses 

to kowtow to Washington, the policy-

makers advocate either changing its 

behavior through economic and diplo-

matic pressure, or overthrowing the 

offending government through relent-

less destabilization or military force. 

Within that frame, Mattis belongs to 

the behavior camp and Bolton firmly 

to the regime-change camp. 

Trump’s 11-minute address on May 8 

explaining his exit from the Iran deal 

had Bolton’s imprint. After that speech 

Bolton told the reporters that the Unit-

ed States ceased to accept UN Security 

Council Resolution 2231 endorsing the 

JCPOA. As an official in the George 

W. Bush administration, Bolton advo-

cated invading Iraq and remained una-

pologetic about his stance. In his 25 

March 2015 op-ed in The New York 

Times, Bolton summarized as argu-

ment pithily: “To Stop Iran’s Bomb, 

Bomb Iran.” In a July 2017 speech to 

the conference of the Paris-based anti–

Islamic Republic organization, Muja-

hedin-e Khalq, or People’s Mujahedin 

– listed as a terrorist organization from 

1997 to 2012 by the US State Depart-

ment – Bolton expressed hope that the 

Iranian regime would be overthrown 

“by 2019,” that year being the 40th 

anniversary of the Islamic Republic. 

Bolton and his supporters seem to have 

a particular scenario in mind. Econom-

ic pressure applied by US sanctions 

and military pressure by Israel, starting 

with its attacks on Iranian military tar-

gets in Syria, will generate momentum 
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for overthrow of the regime. Such a 

scenario is untethered to reality. 

The most effective tool in former 

President Barack Obama’s economic 

armory was to slash Iranian oil ex-

ports by isolating Iran’s Central 

Bank from the global banking sys-

tem – and the fact that Iranian oil 

prices are quoted in US dollars. At 

present, of the 2.6 million barrels per 

day of oil that Iran ships to foreign 

destinations, compared to 1.1 million 

per day before 2015, almost half 

goes to China and India, with China 

in the lead. Both countries were 

main buyers of Iran’s petroleum be-

fore 2012. They managed to circum-

vent harsh US and EU sanctions. 

During 2012 to 2015, Chinese oil 

companies used a domestic bank, 

Bank of Kunlun, to settle petroleum 

transactions with Iran, worth tens of 

billions dollars, in euros and Chinese 

renminbi. 

Unsurprisingly, therefore, in the 

wake of Trump’s May 8 decision, 

Beijing was the first foreign capital 

visited by Iran’s foreign minister 

Mohammad Javad Zarif along with 

top oil officials. After meeting with 

his counterpart, Wang Yi, both sides 

stated they would remain in the 

JCPOA. 

In the case of India, a rupee-rial 

mechanism was put in place after 

2012, whereby almost half of India’s 

oil imports from Iran were paid in 

exchange for such items as rice, 

wheat and medicines not under sanc-

tion. According to Ram Upendra 

Das, head of the Centre for Regional 

Trade, US sanctions are unlikely to 

have any material impact on Indian 

exports to Iran since there are several 

mechanisms through which pay-

ments can be made for bilateral 

trade. 

By Dilip Hirom, eurasiareview 

*Dilip Hiro is the author of A Com-

prehensive Dictionary of the Middle 

East (Interlink Publishing Group, 

Northampton, MA).  

BOLTON’S PUSH FOR REGIME CHANGE IN IRAN 

BY AMERICAN CONSERVATIV  

 

May 19, 2018  
 

Trump’s decision to renege on the nuclear deal was a terrible unforced error, 

and the process that led to that decision is no less worrisome: 

Even if Mr. Mattis had wanted to fight for the deal, it is not clear how much he 

would have been heard. Mr. Bolton, officials said, never convened a high-level 

meeting of the National Security Council to air the debate [bold mine-DL]. He 

advised Mr. Trump in smaller sessions, otherwise keeping the door to his West 

Wing office closed. Mr. Bolton has forged a comfortable relationship with the 

president, several people said, channeling his “America First” vocabulary. 

Bolton’s handling of the run-up to Trump’s decision on the nuclear deal shows 

that he isn’t interested in presenting a range of opposing views to the president 

and the president is content to let Bolton limit the information he receives. One 

of the reasons to be worried about having Bolton as National Security Advisor 

is that he will not be an honest broker when it comes to presenting the president 

with all the facts.  

That worry was obviously well-founded. Because Bolton is an ideologue and 

has extremely hard-line views on Iran in particular, he isn’t going to allow the 

president to hear views that contradict his own, and that means that Iran policy 

in particular and U.S. foreign policy in general is going to become more ag-

gressive and ideologically-driven than they already were. 

This is all the more disturbing because of reports that Bolton’s NSC is circulat-

ing plans to foment regime change in Iran: 

The plan, authored by the Security Studies Group, or SSG, a national security 

think-tank that has close ties to senior White House national security officials, 

including National Security Adviser John Bolton, seeks to reshape longstand-

ing American foreign policy toward Iran by emphasizing an explicit policy of 

regime change, something the Obama administration opposed when popular 

protests gripped Iran in 2009. 

The regime change plan seeks to fundamentally shift U.S. policy towards Iran 

and has found a receptive audience in the Trump administration, which has 

been moving in this direction since Bolton—a longtime and vocal supporter of 

regime change—entered the White House. 

It doesn’t come as a surprise that talk of regime change in Iran has increased 

since Bolton took office. Bolton is a longtime advocate for the Mujahideen-e 

Khalq, a deranged totalitarian cult that he would like to install as the next gov-

ernment of Iran, and he has made no secret of his desire to topple the Iranian 

government. It was just a matter of time before he started trying to make this 

official policy. 

 

Daniel Larison 
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But it can buy a lot of poli-
ticians 

BY GLOBAL RESEARCH  

May 31, 2018  

Iran’s radical pseudo-Marxist 
cult Mohajedeen e Khalq, better 
known by its acronym MEK, is 
somewhat reminiscent of the 
Israel Lobby’s American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) in that it operates 
somewhat in the shadows and is 
nevertheless able to punch well 
beyond its weight by manipu-
lating politicians and under-
standing how American govern-
ment functions on its dark side. 
MEK promotes itself by openly 
supporting a very popular hard-
line policy of “democratic oppo-
sition” advocating “regime 
change” for Iran while also suc-
cessfully selling its reform cre-
dentials, i.e. that it is no longer 
a terrorist group. This latter 
effort apparently convinced 
then Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton on 2013 as she and Pres-
ident Barack responded to the 
group’s affability campaign by 
delisting MEK from the govern-
ment list of terrorist organiza-
tions. 

This shift in attitude towards MEK was 

a result of several factors. First, every-

one in Washington and the Establish-

ment hates Iran. And second, the Exec-

utive Order 13224, which designates 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards as a ter-

rorist organization, ipso facto defines 

any group fighting against it as one of 

the good guys, justifying the change. 

MEK is best described as a cult rather 

than as a political movement because 

of its internal discipline. Its members 

are, according to the testimony of 

those who have somehow escaped, 

subjected to considerable indoctrina-

tion best described as brainwashing. 

Though not exactly imprisoned, ad-

herents are kept isolated and separated 

insofar as possible and cannot contact 

their families. Their possessions are 

collectivized so they have no money 

or other resources. If they are in con-

travention of the numerous rules that 

guide the organization they are pun-

ished, including physically, and there 

are reports of members being executed 

for trying to escape. 

The current head of the group is Mar-

yam Rajavi, the wife of the deceased 

co-founder of MEK, Massoud. She is 

reported to be politically savvy and 

speaks excellent English learned in 

part to enable her to communicate 

with adoring American politicians. 

The group itself was founded in 1965. 

Its name means “People’s Holy Warri-

ors,” derived from its Marxist/populist 

roots and its religiosity. It was not 

unlike the Taliban which developed in 

adjacent Afghanistan. During the 

1970’s it rebelled against the Shah and 

was involved in bombing and shoot-

ing American targets. It executed 

U.S. Army Lt. Col. Lewis Hawkins 

in 1973 as he was walking home 

from the U.S. Embassy and in 1975 

it killed two American Air Force 

officers in their chauffer driven car, 

an incident that was studied and used 

in CIA training subsequently as an 

example of how not to get caught 

and killed by terrorists. Between 

1976 and 1978 the group bombed 

American commercial targets and 

killed three Rockwell defense con-

tractors and one Texaco executive. 

MEK welcomed the Iranian revolu-

tion and also the occupation of the 

U.S. Embassy but soon fell afoul of 

the Ayatollah Khomeini regime. It 

eventually moved to join Iran’s ene-

my Saddam Hussein in Iraq and par-

ticipated on the Iraqi side in the 

bloodletting that followed when the 

two countries went to war in 1980-8. 

For that reason alone, MEK is par-

ticularly hated by most Iranians 

and the repeated assertion that it is 

some kind of “Iranian democracy” 

alternative is ridiculous as the peo-

ple in Iran would never accept it. 

In terms of the duplicity surrounding 

its marketing, it is reminiscent of 

Iraqi con artist Ahmed Chalabi, who 

IRAN’S MOHAJEDEEN E KHALQ: MEK MONEY SURE CAN’T BUY LOVE 
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also had little following inside Iraq 

but was able to convince Pentagon 

geniuses like Paul Wolfowitz that he 

represented some kind of democratic 

movement. At the time Chalabi was 

also secretly working for Iran. 

 

MEK was protected by Saddam and 

later by the U.S. invaders who found 

a weapon to use against Iran useful. 

They were housed in Camp Ashraf 

near Baghdad, and later, after Ashraf 

was closed, at so-called Camp Liber-

ty. In 2013, when the Iraqis insisted 

that they go elsewhere the President 

Barack Obama facilitated their re-

moval to Albania under the auspices 

of the United Nations refugee pro-

gram, with the $20 million dollar bill 

being footed by Washington. The 

organization’s political arm, the Na-

tional Council of Resistance or Iran 

(NCRI), meanwhile established itself 

in Paris under the control of Maryam 

Rajavi, in part to place it closer to the 

American and European sources of 

its political legitimacy and financing. 

In 2001, to make itself more palata-

ble, the group had renounced vio-

lence. 

The MEK folks in Albania have be-

come a bit of a problem. Through 

various additional migrations they 

have multiplied and now number 

around 3,000 and have largely ad-

hered to their cultish ways even 

though one of the original objectives 

of the move into Europe was to 

somehow deprogram and 

“deradicalize” them in an environ-

ment far removed from Iran-Iraq. 

Part of the problem is that the Alba-

nian government likes the U.N. sub-

sidies used to support the MEK asso-

ciates, but it will not let them work as 

they have no legal status and they 

cannot resettle or lead normal lives. 

So they resort to criminal activity that 

includes promotion of fraudulent 

charities, drug trafficking and even a 

form of slavery in which their own 

people are sold and traded as labor-

ers. 

The temporary solution has been to 

move the MEK out of a rundown 

university property in the capital Ti-

rana to a more remote site in northern 

Albania dubbed Ashraf-3, but local 

people believe that that is just kicking 

the can down the road and that MEK 

should be forced to go somewhere 

else, preferably in the United States, 

which seems to like them so much. 

 

Also, Albania is majority Muslim and 

has been subjected to the same Saudi 

Arabian ultra-conservative wahhabi 

promotion backed by lots of money 

that has plagued many states in the 

Middle East. Albanians accustomed 

to the mild form of Turkish Islam 

suddenly found themselves confront-

ing the Sunni-Shia divide and also 

the MEK as agents of both Saudi 

Arabia and Israel. Many outraged 

Albanians see the unreformed MEK 

in their midst as a terror time bomb 

waiting to go off, but the govern-

ment, under pressure from the U.S. 

Embassy has not sought their remov-

al. 

Meanwhile back in the United States 

everything involving the non-

deradicalized MEK is just hunky 

dory. MEK and the NCRI are ene-

mies of Iran and also seem to have 

plenty of money to spend, so they 

buy high ranking American speakers 

to appear at their events. Rudy Giuli-

ani and John Bolton have appeared 

regularly, as have Senators John 

McCain, Lindsey Graham and Jeanne 

Shaheen. At a 2015 appearance in 

Paris, Giuliani brought the crowd to 

its feet by calling for “Regime 

change!” after shouting out that the 

“Ayatollah must go!” In August 

2017, Senators Roy Blunt, John 

Cornyn, Thom Tillis and Carl Levin 

met with Rajavi in Paris. Newt Gin-

grich also considers himself a friend 

of the Iranian resistance while Elaine 

Chao, Secretary of Labor and wife of 

Senate Majority leader Mitch 

McConnell spoke in Paris for five 

minutes in 2015 and was paid 

$50,000. The payments made to the 

other politicians have not been re-

vealed. 

And then there is the Saudi and Israeli 

angle. Saudi Arabia is now the major 

funder of MEK/NCRI. It’s intelli-

gence chief Turki al-Faisal spoke be-

fore the group in 2017. Israel funded 

the group in its early days and its ex-

ternal spy service Mossad continues to 

use MEK stay-behinds in Iran to as-

sassinate scientists and tamper with 

computer systems. The CIA, which 

recently expanded its anti-Iran task 

force, it also working closely with 

MEK. And Giuliani, Bolton, Chao are 

all in the White House inner circle, 

which, not coincidentally, is baying 

for Iranian blood. 

Lost in all of the above is any con-

ceivable American interest. It is diffi-

cult to even make the claim that Iran 

threatens the United States or any vital 

interest and the drive to decapitate the 

Mullahs, both literally and figurative-

ly, really comes from Riyadh and Tel 

Aviv. And there is potential collateral 

damage where it really might matter 

as MEK cultists continues to sit and 

fester in a holding pattern maintained 

by Washington in the heart of Europe. 

What comes next? War of some kind 

with Iran is appearing to be increas-

ingly likely given recent remarks by 

Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, 

threating to crush the Iranians. Is 

Washington intending to send the 

MEK warriors on sabotage missions 

inside Iran, something like the re-

sistance to the Germans in World War 

2? Maybe Giuliani and Bolton know 

the answer to that question. 

Philip Giraldi, Global Research 
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Bolton Giuliani and Mo-
jahedin Khalq, Rajavi cult 
terrorists 
 
May 29, 2018  
 

A report by Richard Engel 

On assignment with Richard 
Engel 
 
How did a fringe Iranian opposi-
tion group with a history of as-
sassinating Americans get so co-
zy with the likes of John Bolton 
and Rudy Giuliani?  

By paying them thousands to 
speak at its events, where they 
advocate for MEK-led regime 
change inside Iran. 

From Richard Angel twitter ac-
count: 

VIDEO EXCLUSIVE: We obtained 
never-before-seen footage of 

the MEK’s secret base in Albania. 
The MEK is an Iranian opposition 
group with a history of terror-

ism. More recently it’s paid 
thousands to @AmbJohnBolton 
& @RudyGiuliani.  

More tonight at 9PM ET 

@MSNBC @RichardEngel 
pic.twitter.com/teaGhQeVZy 

— On Assignment with Richard 

Engel (@OARichardEngel) May 
25, 2018 

NBC report in Albanian media: 

Kronika e NBC/ Pamjet me dron 
mbi kampin e muxhahedinëve, 
dëshmia për torturat 
https://t.co/vRnIJFqHdN 

— Massoud khodabandeh 
(@ma_khodabandeh) May 27, 
2018 

On MSNBC @OARichardEngel I 
explained that no decent Ameri-
can intelligence officer would say 
MEK is trustworthy because it is a 
Destructive Cult.  

Examining how @AmbJohnBolton 
and @RudyGiuliani were paid to 
speak for Maryam Rajavi. 
pic.twitter.com/U83F12h5ko 

— Massoud khodabandeh 
(@ma_khodabandeh) May 27, 
2018 

Rachel Maddow, MSNBC, 
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May 28, 2018  

NBC News discloses a video of the 

‘clandestine military-style base’ of 

Mujahedin Khalq (MKO) in Albania 

and addresses the triangle formed by 

this terrorist group with the Arab 

monarchies and the Administration of 

the US president ., Donald Trump. 

 

NBC News discloses a video of 
the ‘clandestine military-style 
base’ of Mujahe-
din Khalq (MKO) 
in Albania and 
addresses the 
triangle formed 
by this terrorist 
group with the 
Arab monarchies 
and the Admin-
istration of the 
US president ., 
Donald Trump. 
 
The US news net-
work NBC on Fri-
day revealed im-
ages “never be-
fore seen” of the 
headquarters of 
the MKO mem-
bers in this Bal-
kan country and defines it as a 
“base military style.” 

“Seen from outside, the field seems 

to be a modest installation, however, 

seen from the air, it is a massive mili-

tary complex. Who pays for all that? 

“, Reads the subtitle of a fragment of 

the documentary.  

Sadolá Seifi, a former member of 
the MKO, answers that question 
and says that the money comes 
from the “wealthy Arab monar-
chies that oppose the Govern-
ment of Iran.” 

Explains that this terrorist group that 

apparently advocates “a democratic 

Iran” after changing the political re-

gime in the country, is actually a 

“dangerous” and “violent” band that 

tortures and humiliates its own mem-

bers. “I have witnessed torture of 

people, I have witnessed deaths. I 

myself was the target of torture and 

humiliation, “he recalls. 

In his opinion, the violent behavior of 

the MKO towards its members is the 

alarm of a major disaster, if they ar-

rive in Iran. “Even the USA will re-

gret “having supported the MKO, 

Seifi says. 

The MKO – which according to the 

head of the NBC correspondent, 

Richard Engel, is an Iranian opposi-

tion group that has a long history of 

terrorist attacks – also pays thousands 

of dollars to the US Administration, 

headed by Trump, to offer speeches 

in their congregations. 

The source addresses, in particular, 

the payments made to John Bolton, 

US National Security Advisor, and to 

Rudy Giuliani, Trump’s legal advisor. 

Joanne Stocker, of the US portal De-

fense Post, for her part, told NBC that 

Bolton had received more than $ 

180,000 from the MKO to speak in 

their favor. Bolton’s office has so far 

refused to comment on it. 

Giuliani, however, spoke with NBC 

and claimed that he had received mon-

ey from Iranian dissidents for making 

propaganda in his favor and support-

ing his intention to change the politi-

cal regime of the Islamic Republic of 

Iran, but “he did not remember the 

amount,” notes the American chain. 

The MKO has carried out numerous 

terrorist attacks against civilians and 

government officials of Iran. Of the 

nearly 17,000 Iranians killed in the 

terrorist attacks recorded since the 

victory of the Islamic Revolution in 

Iran in 1979, nearly 12,000 have died 

at the hands of this small group. 

hispantv.com,Original article in Span-

ish translated by Nejat Society 
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May 30, 2018  

The Trump White House plans to 
break the Iran deal by sanction-
ing companies from Europe and 
Asia doing business in and with 
Iran. Ironically, President Obama 
paved the way to unilateral sanc-
tions. 

For three years, the comprehensive 

nuclear accord (JCPOA) has offered 

Iran relief from US, UN, and multi-

lateral sanctions on energy, financial, 

shipping, automotive and other sec-

tors. But recently that era came to a 

halt. “The United States will with-

draw from the Iran nuclear deal,” 

President Trump said on May 8. 

Two weeks later, Secretary of State 

Mike Pompeo, the ultra-conservative 

former head of the CIA, said Wash-

ington will impose “the strongest 

sanctions in history [on Iran] once 

they come into full force.” 

In contrast, Chinese Foreign Minister 

Wang Yi has reiterated Beijing’s 

support for the deal. “China will con-

tinue to work to maintain the deal,” 

Wang said, stressing that the agree-

ment was “hard-earned.” By the same 

token, the other key signatories of the 

nuclear deal—UK, France, and Ger-

many, and Russia—say the deal will 

be sustained. 

Breaking Iran by 
sanctioning EU and 
Asian companies 
American internationalism began a 

century ago, when President Wood-

row Wilson purported to “make the 

world safe for democracy.” That’s no 

longer the goal (if it ever was). Ra-

ther, the objective is now to ensure 

US unipolarity in a multipolar era, by 

any means necessary. 

Regionally, Trump’s quest for prima-

cy leans on Saudi Arabia for econom-

ic and geopolitical support, as evi-

denced by the $110 billion arms deal 

with Riyadh a year ago, and rein-

forced security ties with Israel, as re-

flected by US recognition of Jerusa-

lem as capital of Israel—another fatal 

policy mistake that reversed decades 

of US foreign policy. 

Now America also plans to “apply 

unprecedented financial pressure on 

the Iranian regime,” as Pompeo said. 

The administration’s objective is to 

restore primary sanctions that were 

lifted after the International Atomic 

Energy Agency’s (IAEA) certification 

in January 2016 that Iran had com-

plied with the agreement. As second-

ary sanctions on firms have remained 

in place, along with sanctions apply-

ing to US companies, including banks, 

the White House will fortify them. 

In a typical unipolar move, the Trump 

administration is extending sanctions 

over to EU firms that have done busi-

ness in and with Iran since the 2015 

nuclear deal, thus raising risks for 

their U.S. access. As Treasury Secre-

tary Steven Mnuchin says, EU-Iran 
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Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif (fourth from right) with officials China, France, Germany, the EU, Russia, 

the UK, and the US on April 2, 2015. (US State Department) 



business agreements will be voided 

as “the existing licenses will be re-

voked.” 

Along with Renault, PSA Peugeot 

Citroen and Sanofi, French compa-

nies have huge stakes in the deal, 

thanks to the $21 billion Airbus con-

tract and the oil giant Total’s $2 bil-

lion deal to develop the South Pars 

oil field. Some 120 German compa-

nies, including Volkswagen and Sie-

mens, operate in Iran and another 

10,000 do business with Iran. Royal 

Dutch Shell would be adversely af-

fected. 

Economic pressure could harm sig-

nificantly Iran’s oil industry which is 

the fourth largest reserve holder of 

crude oil in the world and whose 

largest buyers include China, South 

Korea, Turkey, Japan, Italy and In-

dia. 

During the sanctions era, Iran shifted 

toward Asia and it has a vital role in 

the China-led One Road One Belt 

initiative. Indeed, through the worst 

days of the 2010-16 sanctions, Asian 

countries remained engaged in Iran’s 

economy. In the coming years, these 

countries hope to support Iran to be-

come a major regional trading hub 

and to diversify its economy away 

from oil and gas. But if the White 

House sanctions EU companies for 

Iran business, it will sanction firms 

from Asia as well. 

In the 2003 Iraq War, President 

Trump’s new National Security Ad-

visor, John Bolton, relied on false 

data from U.S.-based Iraqi exiles. 

Since last fall, Bolton has been urg-

ing the US to implement a similar 

regime change with Mojahedin-e 

Khalq (MEK), which was de-listed as 

a terrorist group by Secretary of State 

Hillary Clinton in the early 2010s. 

MEK is an Iranian opposition group 

which has lucratively financed and 

then been lobbied by former heads of 

the CIA, FBI and the Homeland. 

Bolton wants a new regime in Tehran 

before February 2019—the 50th an-

niversary of the revolution. 

How Obama paved 
the way to Trump’s 
withdrawals 
With his pledges to withdraw from 

the climate and nuclear accords and 

America’s key trade agreements 

(e.g., North American NAFTA, Asia-

Pacific TPP, and US-EU TTIP), 

Trump has electrified the historical 

debate on the legality of US with-

drawal from treaties and other inter-

national agreements. 

While the US constitution sets forth a 

process whereby the executive has 

the power to make treaties with the 

advice and consent of the Senate, it 

does not specify how such treaties 

can be terminated. The nature of the 

agreement matters as well. When the 

president enters into executive agree-

ments, these do not receive the Sen-

ate’s advice and consent. But such 

“political commitments” are not seen 

as binding. As a result, the US will 

withdraw if the Iran deal is not rene-

gotiated. 

Ironically, it was the President 

Obama who created the opportunity 

for such strategic maneuvering. 

When his administration concluded 

the JCPOA, it considered the plan of 

action a non-binding political com-

mitment, which allows the Trump 

administration to argue it has ability 

to withdraw from the JCPOA. True, 

on 2015, the Security Council unani-

mously adopted resolution 2231 en-

dorsing the Iran deal. So Trump’s 

critics could argue that the resolution 

converted at least some provisions in 

the JCPOA into obligations that are 

binding under international law 

which would mean a complex and 

long debate. 

Yet, today such critics seem to be 

largely absent. When Obama conclud-

ed the Iran talks, most Democrats 

hailed the accord. Yet, most Demo-

crats turned their coats in late 2016, 

the Senate and the House of Repre-

sentatives unanimously extended the 

Iran Sanctions Act for a decade. 

As a legal scholar, Obama knew well 

the loopholes his administration left to 

its successor. His (few remaining) 

supporters say he concluded the deal 

out of political expediency (not 

enough Republican support in the 

Congress). Others see it as a 

“Wilsonian” failure (adequate authori-

ty to sign the deal but not to imple-

ment it). But radicals believe that 

Obama, who was trained in the CIA 

front Business International Corp. in 

the ‘80s, was used to pave the way to 

withdrawal. 

In a recent meeting with President Xi 

Jinping, German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel sought a common strategy to 

ward off a trade war, keep markets 

open and a unity in the nuclear deal. It 

is a stance that is aligned with the in-

terests and values in Beijing. 

Whatever the legal pretexts for 

Trump’s withdrawals, they herald the 

end of Wilsonian internationalism in 

America. In the past, Washington, 

Brussels and Tokyo shared similar 

interests and values, it was said. As 

the White House is substituting unilat-

eral bullying for multilateral diploma-

cy, those days are busy fading into 

history. 

By Dan Steinbock, atimes.com 

This article was originally published 

by South China Morning Post (Hong 

Kong) on May 25, 2018. 
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While the dogs of war bark, the 
Ancient – and New – Silk Road 
goes on forever and a civilization 
with a long and proud history 
gets on with life 

The minute you set foot in the 
streets of Mashhad, the air smell-
ing of saffron, a fine breeze ooz-
ing from the mountains, it hits 
you; you’re in the heart of the 
Ancient Silk Road and the New 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

To the east, the Afghan border is only 

three hours away on an excellent high-

way. To the north, the Turkmenistan 

border is less than four hours away. 

To the northwest is the Caspian Sea. 

To the south is the Indian Ocean and 

the port of Chabahar, the entry point 

for the Indian version of the Silk 

Roads. The Tehran-Mashhad railway 

is being built by the Chinese. 

A group of us – including American 

friends, whose visas were approved at 

the highest levels of the Iranian gov-

ernment – have gathered in Mashhad 

for the New Horizon Conference of 

independent thinkers. Right after a 

storm, I’m in a van on the way to the 

spectacular Imam Reza shrine with 

Alexander Dugin, which the usual 

suspects love to describe as “the 

world’s most dangerous philosopher,” 

or Putin’s Rasputin. 

Debating and discussion 
time 

We’re deep in debate not over geopol-

itics but … bossa nova. Exit Sun Tzu 

and Machiavelli, enter Tom Jobim and 

Joao Gilberto. 

Persia traditionally has been a land of 

serious intellectual discussion. At the 

conference, after a lunch break, a few 

of us decide to start our own geopo-

litical debate, no cameras rolling, no 

microphones on. Dugin expands on 

what multipolarity could be; no uni-

versality; pluriversal; a realm of 

pluralistic anthropology; all poles 

sovereign. We discuss the pitfalls of 

Eurasian identity, Islamic identity, 

sub-poles, India, Europe and Africa. 

A few minutes later Iranian scholar 

Blake Archer Williams – his nom de 

plume – is delving into “The sacred 

community of Shi’ite Islam and its 

covenantal dispensation.” 

Karaj is a bustling three million-

strong city one hour away from Teh-

ran by freeway. Early one morning I 

enter a room in a hawza – an Islamic 

seminary. In my previous travels I 

have visited hawzas in Qom, but 

never a female-only school. This one 

harbors 2,275 active students from 

all over Alborz province up to PhD 

level. They study philosophy, psy-

chology, economics and politics. 

After graduation, some will go 

abroad, to teach in Islamic and non-

Islamic nations. 

Our Q&A is exhilarating. Many of 

my interlocutors are already teach-

ers, and most will become scholars. 

Their questions are sharp; some are 

extremely well informed. There’s so 

much eagerness to know detail after 

detail about life in the West. 

High academic stand-
ards 

The next day I visit the Islamic Azad 

University; more than four million 

alumni, 1.4 million current students, 

29,000 faculty members, 472 cam-

puses and research centers and 617 

affiliated high schools. The Karaj 

campus is the second in importance 

in Iran. 

This is an extraordinary experience. 

The hillside campus may not be a 

UCLA, but puts to shame many pres-

tigious universities across Europe. Not 

to mention the annual tuition fees; only 

US$1,000 on average. Sanctions? What 

sanctions? Most of the equipment may 

yield from the 1980s, but they have 

everything they need. As attested by 

jovial master architect Ali Kazemi, 

who spent 16 years in Paris after gradu-

ating from Nanterre, the academic 

standards are very high. 

Rector Mohammad Hasan Borhanifar – 

formerly at the University of Kyrgyz-

stan in Bishkek – opens all the doors at 

the campus. I’m shepherded by Mo-

hammad Hashamdar, from the Faculty 

of Languages. I talk to the deans of all 

faculties and have a Q&A with stu-

dents, mostly in international relations. 

Even before the proclamation of the 

“strongest sanctions in history,” every-

one wants details on the US Treasury’s 

new form of financial war, even more 

deadly than a hot war. In slightly more 

than two months, the purchase of US 

dollars, steel, coal and precious metals 

will be banned; there will be no more 

Iranian imports to the US and aviation 

and the car industry will be under sanc-

tions. 

Airbus may have to cancel multi-

billion dollar orders from Iran. An IT 

professor tells me Iran can buy excel-

lent Sukhoi passenger jets instead. No 

Peugeots? “We buy Hyundai.” 

My interlocutors update me on invest-

ments by Total, Airbus, BASF, Sie-

mens, Eni – its branch Saipem signed a 

$5 billion deal with the National Irani-

an Oil Company, NIOC, to develop oil 

and gas fields and ultimately supply 

energy to Europe. They confirm that if 

Total pulls out of the development of 

the 11th phase of the South Pars gas 

field, the Chinese CNPC will take over. 

Almost 70% of Iran’s oil exports go to 

China and Asia, 20% go to Europe. 

Almost 90% of what the EU buys from 

Iran is oil, going mostly to Spain, 

France, Italy, Greece, Germany and the 
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Netherlands. Iran remains THE Big 

Prize, as Dick Cheney well knew; an 

astonishing $45 trillion in oil and gas 

reserves. 

A wide gene pool 

I’m slightly alarmed when, talking to 

the Friday prayer imam – who is the 

actual representative of Ayatollah 

Khamenei in Karaj – he’s clueless 

about the New Silk Roads. Just as the 

Ancient Silk Road allowed Buddhism 

to fertilize Chinese culture, Iran, India 

and China are bound to cross-fertilize 

again; imagine a trans-Eurasia lab 

equipped with a wide gene pool and 

well-educated young armada search-

ing for creative solutions. 

The LA freeway hell pales in compar-

ison with being stuck in a monster 

three-hour traffic jam from Tehran to 

Karaj, only 25 kilometers. I duly in-

corporate a Persian imprecation to my 

vocabulary; kharab beshe, which in 

polite translation means “going to 

nowhere.” I miss my requisite geopo-

litical dinner with Professor Marandi 

of the University of Tehran; we do it 

later on Whatsapp – like MBS and 

Jared Kushner. 

What daily life in 17 million-strong, 

congested to death Tehran reveals is 

the standard of living essentially of a 

mid-level emerging nation. Everyone 

has a car, and smartphones and wi-fi 

are ubiquitous. In parallel, everywhere 

we feel intimations of a Persian civili-

zation boasting at least a millennium 

of fabulous history even before Islam 

was born. And when we talk to the 

secularized intellectual elite, it’s clear 

that for them, in comparison, Arabs 

are nothing but trouble. 

Everywhere I go I’m back in the ’70s; 

the whole infrastructure seems dec-

ades old, but everything works. Ex-

cept for timing; Iran might as well be 

the land of magical realism 2.0, where 

the unexpected happens when all hope 

has been forsaken. 

A smart, young genera-
tion 

In Mashhad, I’m the guest in a polit-

ical talk show on Khorasan TV – in 

a studio immaculately preserved 

from the ’70s. Yes, this is the heart 

of the fabled Khorasan – “where the 

sun arrives from” – that transfixed 

Alexander The Great. I spend half 

an hour dissecting the JCPOA; my 

translator is an over-qualified im-

port-export expert. Khorasan TV’s 

blockbuster is an American-style 

cop show essentially covering road 

accidents in real time; after all, the 

crime rate is negligible. 

Real inflation is at 16% a year – so 

far. Foreign exchange inflation is 

much higher. Real youth unemploy-

ment is at a steep 30%, in a country 

of 80 million where the median age 

is 29 and 40% of the population is 

under 24. One of my translators in 

Karaj, Ali, is 24; he’s unemployed, 

learned English by watching DVDs 

and cannot afford to rent his own 

place. 

Under the new rial devaluation, the 

median regional salary plunged to 

about US$250 per month. One can-

not rent a 40 square meter apartment 

near Azad University for less than 

$200 per month. 

I stop for a late night pizza in Mash-

had. The bill reads a whopping 

200,000 rials; that’s a little more 

than $3. The euro in the black mar-

ket spikes to nearly 80,000 rials. 

Social media 

Telegram has been blocked – but 

still, everyone uses both Telegram 

and WhatsApp. Some VPNs work, 

some don’t. The block was not nec-

essarily linked to the spread of anti-

government rumors during the Janu-

ary street protests – which actually 

started in Mashhad. 

Elaheh, who did her language master in 

France; Bojan, who has a PhD in eco-

nomics from San Diego State; or Ay-

oub Farkhondeh, who works on terror-

ism studies at the Habilian research 

institute, are all amused by the 

“bizarre” coverage by Western media 

of all things Iran. 

The analysis of well-educated people 

in both Mashhad and Tehran tends to 

qualify the protests as essentially IMF 

riots – which happen when the Wash-

ington Consensus forces governments 

to reduce subsidies. Real revolutions, 

in Iran, involve clerics, middle-class 

intellectuals and the bazaaris. 

This time the focus was the grassroots; 

the working class in small provincial 

cities. Millions in Iran, after all, depend 

on government salaries and subsidies. 

In contrast, Team Rouhani is essential-

ly neoliberal. 

Of course, there’s government criti-

cism – more towards the clerics than 

neoliberal Team Rouhani. Business-

men told me of untold ministerial-level 

corruption – but it’s virtually impossi-

ble to verify the numbers. The 

Pasdaran, as the IRGC is referred to, 

continue to control a great deal of the 

economy and to manage a welfare sys-

tem and client system that distributes 

favors to millions of people, but also 

imposes rigid social control. 

At the same time, not looking at Iran 

via a windowless cubicle in Washing-

ton but actually on the ground, it’s 

clear that NSC Adviser John Bolton’s 

plan to revive the Mujahedin-e Khalq, 

known as MEK, to attempt a color rev-

olution will fail miserably. MEK is 

universally despised. The whole of 

Iranian society won’t blame either 

Khamenei or Rouhani for the incoming 

economic war. 

By Pepe Escobar, Atimes.com 
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IRAN: US HAS FALLEN IN THE DIRECTION OF FANTASIES OF MEK TERRORIST CULT 
BY TEHRAN TIMES          May 31, 2018  

Descendants of ‘gun-toting cowhands’ insulting Iranian nation: Judiciary chief  

TEHRAN – Denouncing U.S. President Donald Trump’s aggressive tone and actions against the Iranian nation, Judiciary 

chief said on Monday that those who are descended from “gun-toting cowhands” are insulting the great Iranian nation whose 

civilization dates back to thousands of years ago. 

Hinting at insults by successive U.S. administrations to the Iranian nation, Ayatollah Sadeq Amoli Larijani said, “We have 

not forgotten how the new, amateur president of America insulted the Islamic Republic and the dear people of Iran by calling 

them a ‘terrorist nation’.”. “The biggest civilizations emerged in this territory,” he asserted. 

He further said the U.S. is still trying in vain to break the “will” and “power” of the Iranian nation without regard to its past 

40 years of failures. “Such wickedness is still ongoing in America’s governing body,” he continued. 

Elsewhere in his remarks, Amoli Larijani pointed to the U.S. withdrawal from the 2015 nuclear agreement, saying exiting an 

international treaty is “indigestible” for every country, “but the U.S. does such thing through bullying.” 

He also pointed to the impact of Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO/MEK), an anti-Iran terrorist group, on U.S. politi-

cians, saying that with the help of the MKO the U.S. has been trying to disrupt the Iranian economy. 

Trump’s new national security advisor John Bolton is in close contact with the MKO which has done numerous terrorist ac-

tivities in Iran and joined Saddam Hussein’s army in the fight against Iran in the 1980s. 

Amoli Larijani said the U.S. “has unfortunately fallen in this wrong direction by the illusions and fantasies of [such] terrorist 

groups.”. “Today, the advisors of the American government are linked with the most notorious and most evil terrorists in the 

world,” he said, adding that the MKO terrorists are moving the U.S. government in the wrong direction by raising their hopes 

of the collapse of the Islamic Republic. 

The Judiciary chief also highlighted the importance of gaining “insight, unity and empathy” to foil the plots hatched by the 

country’s enemies 

http://www.nejatngo.org/en/posts/blog/tehran-times

